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Attorney General         
‐Indigenous Languages 
Support Program 
‐  ‐2.3 ‐2.3 ‐2.4 ‐2.5  ‐9.5 









‐  6.8 ‐ ‐ ‐  6.8 




‐  25.9 ‐ ‐ ‐  25.9 
Prime Minister & 
Cabinet 
       
‐Clontarf Foundation 
Academy 
‐  1.1 2.8 4.7 4.8  13.4 
‐NT Community 
Engagement Officers  








‐  ‐5.0 ‐5.0 ‐5.0 ‐  ‐15.0 








      18.1 
‐Support for NT Child 
Abuse Taskforce 
‐  1.3 0.8 0.9 0.8  3.8 




‐  101.1 ‐ ‐ ‐  101.1 
         










































191.3  193.9 192.0 179.2 173.8 
Remote Indigenous 
Housing  
541.1  485.6 368.2 411.7 447.6 
Remote Indigenous 
public internet access 
2.1  2.2 2.2 2.2 2.3 





















Indigenous Childhood Development  $564.4 million / 6 years (to 2014) 
Remote Service Delivery   $291.2 million / 6 years (to 2014) 








































0.7  ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ 
‐ Improving trachoma 
control services 









2.9  3.0 3.1 2.7 ‐ 
‐ Renal dialysis services in 
Central Australia 




‐ Hearing health services  2.8  3.2 3.1 3.3 3.4 
‐ Mobile Outreach Service     
Plus 
4.4  4.5 4.6 4.8 5.0 







































Trachoma control  0.3  ‐  ‐  1.3  1.0  ‐  ‐  1.5 
Antenatal and reproductive 
health 
8.3  1.5  8.0  6.1  1.7  1.1  0.3  4.4 
Acute rheumatic fever  ‐  ‐  0.9  0.9  0.4  ‐  ‐  0.9 
Renal dialysis services  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  1.7 
Stronger Futures in the NT  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  10.3 
Sabai Is clinic  ‐  ‐  0.5  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐ 










































Health  9.8  10.3 10.2 10.8 11.2 
‐Hearing health services  2.8  3.2 3.1 3.3 3.4 
‐Mobile Outreach Service 
Plus 
4.4  4.5 4.6 4.8 5.0 
‐Oral health services  2.6  2.6 2.5 2.7 2.8 
     
Education  46.0  47.8 49.0 43.8 44.5 
‐Additional teachers  26.4  27.6 28.1 21.6 22.1 
‐Quality teaching  14.5  14.8 14.8 14.8 14.8 




2.3  2.3 2.2 2.3 2.1 
     
Community Services  82.0  79.6 78.3 76.1 68.6 
‐Alice Springs 
Transformation Plan 
4.7  4.2 1.8 ‐ ‐ 
‐Child, youth family and 
community wellbeing 
13.6  11.3 11.6 11.9 3.1 
‐Municipal and essential 
services 
15.4  20.9 21.4 21.9 22.3 
‐Remote engagement and 
coordination 
4.2  4.2 3.7 3.5 3.5 
Tackling alcohol abuse  3.8  4.0 4.0 4.0 4.1 
     
Housing  51.2  55.9 52.3 46.2 47.4 
     







































































































































































































































































































Treasury  ‐  25.5 ‐ ‐ ‐ 
DoH  ‐  0.4 ‐ ‐ ‐ 
From 2013‐14 Budget  24.4  6.0  





























DoH  ‐  2.2 2.2 2.3 2.3 
Treasury  ‐  ‐2.3 ‐2.3 ‐2.4 ‐2.4 



































































‐  ‐1.2 ‐0.9 ‐0.8 ‐0.6 
Department of Health  ‐40.7  ‐67.3 ‐46.0 ‐11.8 44.0 
PM&C  ‐  ‐94.5 ‐98.8 ‐105.5 ‐110.4 


















































































































































Australian Federal Police  ‐  1.3 0.8 0.9 0.8 
PM&C  ‐  ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ 










































DHS  ‐  76.3 ‐ ‐ ‐ 
DSS  ‐  24.8 ‐ ‐ ‐ 





























The Closing the Gap targets were first agreed to by the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) in 2008 and the Prime 
Minister, Tony Abbott, has added another target of closing the gap in school attendance within five years. 
The COAG Reform Council’s report Indigenous Reform 2012-13: Five years of Performance was publicly released in May 2014.  The 
report, the Reform Council’s last as it was abolished in the Budget, focuses on whether COAG’s six Closing the Gap (CTG) targets 
have improved over the five years since 2008. 
It’s not a very good story: gains have been hard to achieve and in some cases things have regressed.  There is only one 
really positive story - death rates for Indigenous children aged 0–4 are falling fast enough to halve the gap in child 
deaths by 2018. But despite some gains in primary education, year 12 attainment and post school qualifications in some 
jurisdictions, progress in education is lagging   There has been minimal progress in closing the life expectancy gap and at 
the present rate of progress this target is not likely to be met by 2031.  On Indigenous employment, the gap has 
widened. 
This latest COAG Reform Council report is distinguished by the quality of the data, something that is critical to effectively 
measuring progress and evaluating the impact of current programs.  The Closing the Gap Clearinghouse was established 
by COAG to bring together research and evaluation evidence on overcoming disadvantage for Indigenous Australians.  
For each of the CTG priorities, the Clearinghouse has listed promising programs, gaps in the evidence and what doesn’t 
work.31 
The hidden story behind the COAG Reform Council report is the substantial variation in health, education and 
employment status and progress made towards the CTG targets across both the States and Territories and between 
urban, rural and remote areas. 
The key points from the COAG Reform Council report are highlighted below: 
 
Life expectancy 
The bad news: Over five years the gaps have narrowed by 0.8 years for men and 0.1 years for women which means the 
target of closing the gap by 2031 will not be made at the current rate. 
 In 2010–2012, life expectancy at birth was 69.1 years for Indigenous men and 73.7 years for Indigenous women. 
The gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous life expectancy was 10.6 years for men and 9.5 years for 
women.   
 However there were considerable differences across the States and Territories: for Indigenous men life 
expectancy ranged from 70.5 years in NSW to 63.4 years in the Northern Territory; the gaps between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous varied from 15.1 years in Western Australia to 9.3 years in NSW. 
 2010–12 Indigenous life expectancy estimates were below the pace of progress required to meet the 2031 
targets—particularly for women nationally, and in the Northern Territory. 
However for reasons that are unexplained in this report and in the original ABS data, 32 life expectancy figures are not 
provided for all States and Territories, although this data presumably informs the national figure.  The ABS website also 
indicates that comparisons should not be made between State and Territory and remoteness area figures and the 
national figure as these are calculated on a different methodological basis. 
































The good news: Death rates for Indigenous children aged 0–4 are falling fast enough to halve the gap by 2018.  
 From 1998 to 2012, the death rate for Indigenous children fell faster than the death rate for non- Indigenous 
children. This reduced the gap from 139.0 deaths per 100 000 in 1998 to 87.6 per 100 000 in 2012. If this trend 
continues, the 2018 target to halve the 2008 gap will be achieved.  
 However death rates of Indigenous children in Western Australia and the Northern Territory are more than three 
times the rates of non-Indigenous children.  Rates varied from a low of 124.3 / 100,000 in NSW to a high of 
311.0 in the Northern Territory.  Comparison of the Northern Territory figure with the national average for non-
Indigenous children (91.2 / 100,000) highlights that there is no room for complacency here – meeting the target 
nationally in 2018 will be a hollow victory if some jurisdictions lag behind. 
 
Early childhood education 
Take out: A seven percentage point improvement is needed to meet COAG’s target of 95 per cent enrolment of 
Indigenous children in remote communities by 2013.  
The COAG target is to ensure that all Indigenous four year olds in remote communities have access to early childhood 
education by 2013 (defined in the National Indigenous Reform Agreement as 95% of Indigenous children being enrolled 
in a preschool program in the year before commencing formal schooling).   
 The 2012 data show that 88% of Indigenous children in remote areas and very remote areas were enrolled in 
preschool. However attendance levels were, on average, 11% lower. The good news is that in 2012, remote and 
very remote areas had higher enrolment and attendance rates than regional areas or urban areas.  
 Enrolment rates were higher in 2011, however the COAG report says that refinements to data collection between 
these years may be the reason for this change.   
 
Literacy and numeracy  
Take out: Looking at Indigenous students’ achievement at or above the national minimum standard over five years, 
reading improved nationally in the primary school years but numeracy did not improve. In writing, there was no national 
improvement in Indigenous students’ results from 2011 to 2013.  
COAG has committed to halve the gap in reading and numeracy by 2018.  
 Between 2008 and 2013, the gap in the proportion of Indigenous and non-Indigenous students who meet the 
national minimum standard narrowed in reading in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 and in numeracy in Years 3 and 5.  
 in reading, the gap reduced by 10.5 percentage points in Year 3, 15.6 percentage points in Year 5, 1.3 
percentage points in Year 7, and 2.9 percentage points in Year 9  
 in numeracy, the gap narrowed by 2.4 percentage points in Year 3 and 3.2 percentage points in Year 5 but 












From 2008 to 2012, falls in Indigenous students’ school attendance were larger and more widespread than 
improvements. The gap grew in South Australia, the ACT and particularly in the Northern Territory. Attendance improved 














































Indicator  NSW  Vic  Qld  SA  WA  Tas  ACT  NT  Australia 
Smoke daily (%)  39.5  41.0  41.8  42.2  39.5  39.1  28.1  48.0  41.2 
Excess body weight (%)  75.9  69.8  71.3  69.4  73.4  68.9  69.6  59.8  71.4 
Risky drinking (%)  19.7  19.9  18.2  22.1  23.0  18.1  15.5  14.2  19.2 
                   
Reading (%)                                 Yr3 min 
national standard 
88.6  87.5  85.2  76.7  75.2  89.9  87.6  51.2  ‐ 
Numeracy (%)                              Yr3 min 
national standard 
88.5  88.7  84.6  76.5  76.9  90.6  91.4  50.4  ‐ 
Yr10 students in school (%)  75  83  77  73  64  78  77  55  ‐ 
Attained Yr12 or equivalent (%)  60.1  72.3  65.7  66.9  45.2  66.4  86.8  38.8  59.1 
Post school qualifications (%)  46.7  56.8  42.6  50.1  32.2  46.8  68.2  24.4  42.3 
                   
Life expectancy – men (yrs)  70.5  NA  68.7  NA  65.0  NA  NA  63.4  69.1 
Gap ‐ non‐Indigenous men  9.3    10.8    15.1      14.4  10.6 
Life expectancy – women (yrs)  74.6  NA  74.4  NA  70.2  NA  NA  68.7  73.7 
Gap – non‐Indigenous women  8.5    8.6    13.5      14.4  9.5 
Deaths 0‐4 yr olds (per 100,000)  124.3  NA  210.8  175.3  249.7  NA  NA  311.0  197.8 
Gap – non‐Indigenous kids  32.2    104.6  98.7  182.0      209.3  106.6 








































































































































































































  Major  Mod  Minor No Major Mod  Minor  No
Primary schools         
Low SES  10.7 24.8  28.6 35.9 7.7 8.7 31.8  51.8
High SES  2.5 6.4  25.6 55.5 1.2 11.9 20.2  66.7
Remote  9.5 29.2  26.3 35.0 14.6 9.5 24.8  51.1
ATSI focus  29.5 35.5  24.6 10.4 27.7 26.6 16.8  28.8
         
Secondary schools         
Low SES  15.1 27.2  35.4 22.3 12.5 12.7 37.4  37.4
High SES  2.8 33.7  36.2 27.4 4.7 9.1 36.0  50.2
Remote   23.2 42.9  16.1 17.9 10.7 46.4 23.2  19.6
























                                                         
39 http://www.pc.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/116664/12‐schools‐workforce‐chapter9.pdf 
40 http://www.smh.com.au/federal‐politics/political‐news/gonski‐indigenous‐game‐changer‐at‐risk‐20130525‐
2n3r6.html#ixzz35udTNLPn 
 
